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Message from the Chair
Celebrating 50 years, ACFA has demonstrated remarkable 
growth and adaptability, mirroring the shifts in the fed cattle 
industry. Through it all, ACFA has remained the voice of 
Alberta cattle feeders. During the year we commemorated this 
significant milestone, culminating in an evening celebration 
where both current and former members came together to 
reminisce and exchange stories about noteworthy ACFA 
events and experiences.
Yet another year has passed, marked by a series of both 
challenges and achievements. The early onset of fires, 
exacerbated by the insufficient moisture levels experienced 
across the province, posed significant hurdles. Despite the 
persistent drought throughout the summer, the incidence 
of feed-related problems was notably lower compared to 
previous drought years. ACFA demonstrated unwavering 
dedication in assisting cattle feeders confronted with the 
aftermath of fires and drought, actively advocating for an 
extension of the Agri-Stability enrollment period. 
The MLA dinner in Edmonton was another resounding 
success, boasting an impressive attendance of 5 Ministers, 
20 MLAs and over 30 government officials. Summer 
feedlot tours continued this year hosting MPs, MLAs, 
government officials, local government representatives and 
industry stakeholders. These events further strengthen our 
government advocacy efforts.
Our events in 2023 were again outstanding, highlighted by 
the 20th anniversary of the Alberta Beef Industry Conference. 
It was an impressive turnout in Banff, even with the weather 
not cooperating. At the Taste of Alberta banquet and auction, 
$68,000 was raised and split between two worthy charities, 
KidSport Alberta and Spirit North. At the golf tournament we 
were also able to raise $12,375 for Halo Air Ambulance.
I wanted to take a moment to express my gratitude for the 
opportunity to serve as ACFA Chair. It has been a challenging, 
but enriching experience and I am appreciative of the trust 
and support extended to me by each member of the board 
and staff. I thoroughly enjoyed my time as Chair and I am 
proud of the progress we were able to make together. 
As we look to 2024, I am confident ACFA is well positioned 
with government officials and various stakeholders to find 
practical solutions for the persistent challenges that confront 
our industry.

Jacob Bueckert, Board Chair
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Strategic Result Areas

Advocacy

P R O V I N C I A L
Locally, ACFA works to develop and maintain relationships with 
government so we can actively participate in consultations, 
meetings, and elevate awareness of cattle feeder issues, 
perspectives, barriers to competitiveness and contributions to 
the economy. 

For how our National Cattle Feeders’ Association 
worked for you federally, please visit 
nationalcattlefeeders.ca.

C O M M U N I C AT I O N S

ACFA continues a comprehensive communications and 
outreach program working to engage not only cattle feeder 
members, but industry stakeholders, governments, media and 
consumers.
• Increased media relations to ensure cattle feeder issues 
were recognized publicly through 8 TV and radio interviews 
and 10+ print articles.

• Increased social media awareness – Gained 201 new 
social media followers followers and 90,152 social media 
impressions in the last year. 

• Created an ACFA Instagram account, currently at 122 
followers.

• Kept members informed of issues, changes and news 
through monthly member newsletters and 10 Ringside 
newsletters.

• Supported  members in educational outreach, providing key 
resources for student and public feedlot tours and the Calgary 
Stampede.

2 0 2 3  A G M
ACFA’s Annual General Meeting was held February 22, 2023.
New directors elected were Evan Hegedys and Chad 
Meunier. Lyle Adams, Bob de Boer and Keith Gregory 
were re-elected. Thank you to outgoing directors James 
Bekkering and Kendra Donnelly for their dedication to 
ACFA. One resolution was brought forward to support fed 
cattle marketing in Canada.

Member Value

M E M B E R  VA L U E 

ACFA membership by delivering value to 
members, producers and industry alike.

ACFA works for our voluntary members to meet the 
needs of the province’s cattle feeding industry through:

PA R T N E R S H I P  & 
C O L L A B O R AT I O N

Collaborating and partnering with 
stakeholders to strengthen the Alberta and 
Canadian beef industry. 

A D V O C A C Y
 

Influencing public policy and the regulatory 
regime to enhance the competitiveness of 
the cattle feeding sector in Alberta.

A L B E R TA  B E E F  I N D U S T R Y 
C O N F E R E N C E

The 20th anniversary of the conference was held 
in Banff on February 22 & 23. Some of the speakers 
included Mark Messier, Dr. Bjorn Lomborg and 
Premier Danielle Smith.  

$68,000 was donated to

H O N O U R A R Y  L I F E T I M E  M E M B E R
Congratulations to Jack de Boer, the recipient of 
the 2023 Honourary Lifetime Member Award. The 
award was presented to Jack in the summer where 
a video was recorded and viewed at the ACFA 50th 
anniversary celebration. Find the video at 
cattlefeeders.ca.

G O L F  TO U R N A M E N T
The annual event brought everyone together at 
Paradise Canyon Golf Resort in Lethbridge. The 
tournament once again sold out. 
$12,375 was raised for Halo Air 
Ambulance.

CANADIAN FEEDLOT 
AMU AMR SURVEILLANCE 
PROGRAM 
The program launched a website 
containing information and 
resources for both producers and 
veterinarians regarding animal 
health surveillance in Canada. 
ACFA and NCFA proudly sponsor 
this project.

E V E N T S 

M L A  D I N N E R  

5 Ministers

20 MLAs 

30+ government officials 
Minister Horner welcomed guests 
and talked about the importance of 
agriculture and the cattle industry.

E C O N O M I C  I M PA C T  O F 
A L B E R TA  F E E D LOT S 
Video released at MLA dinner 
showcasing the economic impact 
of Alberta feedlots on the rest 
of the province. Find the video at 
cattlefeeders.ca.

LO B B Y  D AY  I N  OT TA W A  
NCFA directors and staff had 

35 meetings with MPs, 
Senators and political staff to discuss 
and bring awareness to issues facing 
Canadian cattle feeders.

H A P P Y  5 0 T H 
A N N I V E R S A R Y  A C FA 
In February 2023, ACFA celebrated 
its 50th anniversary as the voice of 
Alberta cattle feeders. The celebrations 
included a feature in Alberta Beef Magazine, 
commemorative video, and two evening events 
where past and present members gathered to share 
significant ACFA moments. 

ACFA Tours across Alberta hosting: 

6 MPs 

4 Ministers 

6 MLAs 

30+ government officials
A number of local government representatives and industry 
stakeholders also attended tours, bringing awareness to 
the cattle feeding industry.

L A B O U R  &  I M M I G R AT I O N  
ACFA and NCFA have been securing ongoing improvements 
to the temporary foreign workers program and permanent 
residency pathways while advocating for a meaningful 
agriculture labour strategy. The Government of Canada 
recognized ACFA & NCFA’s long term ask with the 
establishment of a Recognized Employer Pilot (REP), which 
is a three-year pilot project.

A L B E R TA  B E E F 
C O M P E T I T I V E N E S S  S T U DY  
Collaborated to complete a resiliency 
report for Alberta’s meat processing 
sector as well as a feasibility 
assessment of wholesale beef price 
reporting as part of the Alberta Beef 
Competitiveness Study. 

RESEARCH PROJECTS 

$37,000 spent on research 
projects like RCC, Living 
Labs, and BCRC. Research 
projects managed by ACFA like 
AMU/AMR, RCC, AAFC BRM 
Insurance Project, investigation 
on the feasibility for a captive 
insurance.

Thank you to members over the 
past 50 years for the legacy you 
have built for generations to come.

C O L L A B O R AT I O N  
ACFA grew partnerships with industry 
organizations and collaborated on 10+ 
government submissions as well as 
specific campaigns including “Say No 
to a Bad Deal” and “Show Your Support 
for Bill C-234”, ensuring a unified voice 
for the cattle industry.

S U M M E R  F E E D LOT  TO U R S


